
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION SUMMER READING 2020 

Mrs. S. Nargi 

Summer Reading Book Selections: Please read the following three (3) books: 

 Huckleberry Finn – by Mark Twain 

 The Nightingale – by Kristin Hannah 

 1984 – by George Orwell 

  

Annotating Summer Reading: 

Annotate each of the three novels. To annotate is to take notes on what is important in a text. 

Annotating a text requires reading with a pen or pencil in hand.  As you read, circle words (diction) you 

do not know. Try to determine meaning of new words from context clues or look up definitions after you 

are done reading.  Identify main ideas – thesis statements, topic sentences, etc. Consider words, 

phrases, or sentences that appeal to you and record your thoughts.  Look for figures of speech, 

metaphors, similes, and personification – as well as imagery and detail. If you do not know the technical 

term for something, just describe it.  For example, if you come across an adjective-and-noun 

combination that seems contradictory, such as “meager abundance,” and you do not know that the 

term for it is oxymoron, you might still note the placement of two words that have opposite meanings 

side by side. 
You may annotate the text of the novels directly in the book or use sticky notes to annotate. 

  

Use the margins to ask questions or to comment on what you have read.  In short, as you read, listen to 

the voice in your head, and write down what that voice is saying. Explain how the text makes you feel. 

Taking notes does not mean rewriting/summarizing the text.  I will check your annotations. 

  

Essays for Book Selections above: 

Select two of the three novels above to compose a two to three page essay which explores 

some issue that was relevant in the story and continues to be relevant/controversial today. 

The essays are due on the first day of class (MLA Format required). 

  

During the first week of September students will 

·  be tested on the book they did not write an essay for. 

·  be given a test based on quotes from all of the novels.  

 You must be able to identify the speaker of the quote and to whom it is said.  You must also be able 

to explain the context  of the quote (how the quote illuminates plot, themes, and/or character 

development.) 

  

If you experience difficulty or have any questions with the above assignment, please email me at: 

 snargi@ansoniaps.org.  I will get back to you as soon as possible. 

  

I hope you will find the above assignments both rewarding and fun. Happy Reading!!! 

  

  


