
AP English Literature and Composition (Please note that you are required to take the AP 

exam for my class. The test is on Wednesday, May 5, 2021).  

UConn ECE (ENGL 1011): Seminar in Writing through Literature  

Mr. Hashemian (Room 102) 

fhashemian@ansoniaps.org  

 

Summer Reading Assignment (Due Thursday, August 27) 

 

PART I 

 

     The following novels will be required for all students enrolled in AP English Literature and 

Composition/UConn ECE (ENGL 1011): Seminar in Writing through Literature for the 2020-21 

school year. Their purpose is to prepare you for a rigorous experience in the deconstruction and 

analysis of literature. Remember that book summaries (such as SparkNotes) are educational tools 

and can never replace the works themselves. Do not cheat yourself by solely relying on the 

“stock” interpretations of such guides. I want to read YOUR ideas and analysis.  

ENJOY THE NOVELS! 

 

Romanticism/Gothic Fiction   
 

1) Mary Shelley (1797-1851): Frankenstein (You must read the first edition, published in 

1818; do not read the 1831 edition.) 

2) Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855): Jane Eyre (1847) 

 

3) Postmodernism Jean Rhys (1890-1979): Wide Sargasso Sea (My suggestion is that 

you read this prequel, published in 1966, after Jane Eyre.)  

 

     **Remember the importance of active reading and annotation! Write in your books, 

underlining and making notes in the margins (emotional reactions, interpretations, predictions, 

questions, themes, connections [personal, literary, world/cultural, etc.], literary devices and how 

they contribute to meaning, etc.). Annotation, then, amounts to a conversation with the text. The 

annotations will be quite helpful, as we will be exploring and discussing these novels during the 

first few weeks of class. I will check your annotations.  

 

     When annotating, keep in mind that you will be collaborating during the first weeks of class 

to create review sheets, which will be helpful when preparing for the AP Test. The sheets will 

feature the following: 

1) Names of major and significant minor characters, as well as a short description about 

each character’s personality/motivation/significance/conflicts/role 

2) A brief description of major settings  

3) A few of the novel’s themes  

4) Examples of symbolism  

5) Important/interesting details 
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PART II 

You must respond to the following essay prompts (Note that you may not use the same novel 

twice.): 

 

1) In many works of literature, characters have misconceptions about themselves and their 

world. Destroying—and sometimes perpetuating-- this illusion is part of the character’s 

struggle toward understanding and awareness (of self, aspects of life/society, truths of the 

world/existence, etc.).  

 

    Choose a novel (Frankenstein, Jane Eyre, or Wide Sargasso Sea) with a major character (Note 

that you are choosing one character.) to whom this statement applies and write a well-structured 

essay in which you consider the following:  (1) what the character's illusion is and how it differs 

from reality as presented in the novel and (2) how the destruction or perpetuation of the illusion 

impacts the character’s struggle toward understanding and awareness. In your conclusion, 

discuss how the character’s struggle toward understanding and awareness contributes to the 

meaning of the work as a whole (i.e., how it contributes to one of the novel’s universal 

themes).   

 

 

2) A critic has said that one important measure of a superior work of literature is its ability to 

produce in the reader a healthy confusion of pleasure and disquietude. Select a novel 

(Frankenstein, Jane Eyre, or Wide Sargasso Sea) that produces this “healthy confusion.” 

Then write a well-structured essay in which you explain the sources of the “pleasure and 

disquietude” experienced by the readers of the work. In your conclusion, discuss how the 

sources of the “pleasure and disquietude” contribute to the meaning of the work as a whole 

(i.e., how they contribute to one of the novel’s universal themes).   

 

 

 Cite page numbers when employing direct quotes. The author’s last name is required 

after the first quote. For subsequent quotations, the page number will be sufficient. In a 

Works Cited page (MLA format), provide the specific edition of your book.  

 

  Your essays should offer a clear thesis. Topic sentences, of course, should relate to the 

thesis. Edit and score each essay (The score can appear at the end of the essay.), 

making certain to refer to the 6-point rubric posted on Google Classroom. The code 

for the class is m6wagud, and you may join immediately. No outside research is 

necessary for the essays; rely on the texts alone, employing them to prove your points. 

Plagiarism will result in an automatic zero. 

 

 Ten points will be deducted for each day late, and essays will not be accepted after 5 

days. Please type them (double-spaced, 12 pt. font [Times New Roman]), uploading 

each to Google Classroom.  

 

 Related assessments will be given during the first two weeks of class (quotation and essay tests).  
 


