
Summer 2020 Reading Assignment  
Grade 10 - Class of 2023 

Google Classroom Code:  4jkcqyh 
 

Task: To help you continue to hone your reading skills this summer and prepare you 
for the courses you will take next school year, all students are required to complete the 
Summer Reading Assignment. This assignment will count as your first grade of the 
2020-2021 school year and will count as a grade in both your English and history 
courses.  
 
Project Directions: You are required to choose one of the two project options found 
on the next page. You will need to read the assigned articles and/or view videos 
for that option, complete the multiple choice quizzes for each article on NewsELA, 
and then complete the written assignment. The articles and quizzes are both on 
NewsELA. The written assignment will need to be submitted on Google Classroom.  
 
Signing into NewsELA: In the classwork section of Google Classroom, select option 1 
or option 2. After opening the assignment, click on the NewsELA link and then click on 
the Google icon to sign in using your ansoniaps email. Watch this video to assist you 
with signing up. 
 
Deadline: Summer Reading Assignments should be submitted on Google Classroom by 
Friday, September 4, 2020. 
 
Questions: Please email Mrs. Sopko at rsopko@ansoniaps.org if you have any 
questions about the Summer Reading Assignment. 
 
Google Classroom Code: 4jkcqyh 
 
 
 All work must be wholly original. Any work that is copied or plagiarized in any way will result 

in an automatic zero for the assignment.    
  



Grade 10 - Class of 2023 
Google Classroom Code:  4jkcqyh 

 
Option 1: Complete all of the following assignments:  

● Watch the following video:  “How to Understand Power”  
● Read the following three articles and complete the multiple choice quizzes on NewsELA: 

○ Building Self-Confidence  
○ The Social Contract and Popular Sovereignty   
○ Decision Making in Humans and Apes 

 
After reading the three articles and watching the video, complete the following written 
assignment on Google Classroom:  

● Paragraph 1:  Define self-confidence and a social contract using evidence from the 
articles. Then, explain how social contracts help build self-confidence. 

● Paragraph 2: Choose 1-2 school appropriate songs and explain how they can empower 
someone, inspire someone, or help build self-confidence. Provide an explanation of 
specific lyrics from each of the songs that support your choices (empower, inspire, 
demonstrate self-confidence).  

● Paragraph 3:  Explain at least three (3) rules and responsibilities a student should 
follow as part of the social contract at school. 
 

Option 2: Complete all of the following assignments:  
● Watch the video: “How to Understand Power” .  
● There are many important people who had or have significant power and influence. 

Select THREE of the following people to read about. After you read EACH of the 
articles, complete the quiz for each article on NewsELA.  

Choose one:  
Walt Disney  

OR  
Jay Z 

Choose one: 
Greta Thunberg 

OR  
Malala Yousafzai 

You Must Read: 
Katherine Johnson 

 
After reading the three articles and viewing the video, complete the following written 
assignment on Google Classroom:  

● Paragraph 1: Select two people you read about and compare the type of power they 
had, explain how they acquired their power and discuss what they did with their power. 
Be sure to support your answer with evidence from the articles you read.  

● Paragraph 2: Explain one of the quotes below in your own words and why you agree 
or disagree with the quote:  

○ “The measure of a [person] is what he [or she] does with power.” � Plato  
○ “Nearly all [people] can stand adversity, but if you want to test a [person’s] 

character, give [him or her] power.” � Abraham Lincoln  
○ “Power isn’t control at all — power is strength, and giving that strength to 

others.” � Beth Revis 
● Paragraph 3:  Explain how the quote connects to both people you read about in the 

NewsELA articles. Include specific details from the articles, like their actions, beliefs, 
values, and what they’ve said, to support your analysis. 



 


