
Ansonia Public Schools
Summer Reading 2022
Grades 4-5

Dear APS Families,
Summer is quickly approaching and we are thrilled to help our students find just-right texts that engage them and encourage them to
dive into reading!  Each elementary student will receive several books to help jumpstart their reading journey this summer!  Our
students need to read over the summer in order to:

● Maintain and grow their reading skills (students who do not consistently read over the summer can lose some of the progress

they made during the year)

● Explore their identity, the world around them, and learn about experiences and cultures that are di�erent from their own life.

● Foster a life-long love of reading and learning!

Our hope is to make summer reading an enjoyable experience for students by emphasizing choice in their reading and talking about
the texts they are reading.  Please visit our choice board to see all the ways students can choose to read over this summer.  Want more
resources?  Visit our district website, click on the teaching and learning tab and then select Summer Reading 2022.  Happy Reading!

Fourth and Fifth Grade Summer Reading Suggestions: Series Books (This is a great way to help your child fall in love with
reading!  They will want more books and more adventures!)

● �e Cricket in Times Square by George Selden, Garth Williams
● Earthquake Terror by Peg Kehret
● Fudge-a-Mania by Judy Blume
● �e Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks, Brock Cole
● Jacob Two-Two Meets the Hooded Fang by Mordecai Richler
● �e Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary
● Nothing's Fair in Fifth Grade by Barthe DeClements
● Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
● �e Miraculous Journey  of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo

● Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series by Je� Kinney
● Franny K. Stein by Jim Benton
● Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar
● Benjamin Franklinstein Lives! by McElligott, Mathew and

Larry Tuxbury
● �e Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies
● Comeback Kid series by Mike Lupica
● �e Secret Garden on 81st Street by Ivy Noelle Weir and Amber

Padilla
● EllRay Jakes is Not a Chicken by Sally Warner



Please look through our choice board to set a plan for how your child wants to engage in reading over this summer!  Color in each
square as you complete the activity. Be ready to hand it to your teacher during the first week of school in August and your child will
be invited to the popsicle party! Please include work samples to showcase your child’s hard work.

Name: _____________________________________ Grade: _____

R E A D
Read out loud to a family member or
friend.  Be sure to use your best reading
voice!

Read a book that will teach you
something new.  Write down what you
learned.  Ask for help if needed!

Who is the author of your book?  What
information can you discover about
them?  Have they written any other
books?

Read in your favorite place for as long
as you can!
Ideas: Read outside, create a reading
corner in your room, read to your toys/
stu�ed animals, etc.

Retell a story that you read!  Focus on the
beginning, middle and end of the story.

Stop mid-way through your book and
make a prediction about what will
happen next in your book.  Did your
prediction come true?  Why or why
not?

Create a poem about a character in
your book.

Describe the setting of your book.
Where does your book take place?
What does it look like?  Draw a map or
a picture of the setting.

Read in your favorite place for as long as
you can!  How long were you able to read
for?  Set a goal for this summer to read for
a longer period of time.

At the start of the summer, I could read
for ______ minutes.  Now, I can read for
_____ minutes.

Pay attention to the words in your
book.  What words do you know?
What words are new to you?  Write
these words down and keep practicing
saying the words and what they mean
throughout the summer.  We want
your vocabulary to grow and grow!

Create your own option!  What do you
want to do to celebrate your reading
and learning this summer?

Compare and contrast two books that
you have read this summer.  How are
they alike or the same?  How are they
di�erent?

Describe the characters in your book.
What do they look like?  How do they act?
How do you feel about them?

What do you visualize as you read?
Create a picture to share!

Write a new ending to one of your
books OR write what would happen
next if the author wrote a sequel.

Visit our public library and pick out a
new book to read.  Be sure to say “hi”
to Ms. Jen.  She has the best book
recommendations!



The Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge

A Message to Parents and Students

The State of Connecticut sponsors the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge because 
reading is the most important skill. Research shows that reading is crucial to a child’s  

brain development and intellectual stimulation. And that’s just the beginning:

Reading is a gateway skill. It opens the door to all other learning.

Reading is the processing of information. It requires the student to develop 
a capacity for conceptual thinking — an ability to think about the nature and significance of  things.

Reading builds language skills. By becoming more familiar with language through 
reading, students build a rich vocabulary and an ability to express themselves clearly and creatively.

Reading builds better thinking strategies. Analyzing words, sentences, 
themes and meaning; concentrating, conceptualizing and visualizing — all these elements of reading 
are strategies to expand a student’s ability to think.

Reading is active and disciplined. Students learn to choose what they read and 
when they read, and they learn to discipline themselves to concentrate on the written word.
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What YOU Can Do to Encourage Reading

Use the library.

Make sure everyone in your family has access to electronic library resources.  

Read every day.

Make it a habit to set aside time each day for everyone to read—books, magazines, 
newspapers, letters. You can even begin by reading television listings, then discussing 
what you will watch together and why.

Talk about what you’re reading.

Children need to see adults reading frequently. They also need to know the benefits of 
reading. Talk to your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, even young neighbors 
about what you’re reading. Tell them how much you have enjoyed it, what you have 
learned, and how you have been inspired.

Ask about summer reading materials.

Schools and libraries often provide summer reading lists that highlight excellent books 
which are readily available, popular, and consistent with grade-level reading skills. Call 
your school or library for information.

Make reading materials part of your home.

Buy books at bookstores and tag sales. Borrow books from the library and from friends. 
Subscribe to newspapers and magazines. Then read, read, read!

To learn more about the Summer Reading Challenge,  
contact the Connecticut State Department of Education:  

860-713-6751 or https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads.
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SUMMER READING JOURNAL

Connecticut Reads 2022
The Governor’s 

Summer Reading  
Challenge

The Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge

Students and Families: 
To learn more, ask your teacher, principal, or school or public librarian,  or contact the 

Connecticut State Department of Education  at 860-713-6751 or www.ct.gov/sde.
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Ivy + Bean Make the Rules  
by Annie Barrows 
Bean's older sister, Nancy, is going to Girl Power 4-
Ever Camp, where she will do Crafts and Music and 
First Aid and other secret things that Bean will never 
know about because girls have to be eleven. Bean 
doesn't care. She doesn't want to go to camp. Wait a 
second! Bean and Ivy can make their own camp, their 
own better camp: Camp Flaming Arrow, where 
counselors Ivy and Bean will give a whole new 
meaning to Crafts, Music, First Aid, and hands-on 
learning! Lexile: 530L 
 

Alone in the Woods by Rebecca 
Behrens 
Jocelyn and Alex have always been best 
friends...until they aren't. When the girls' tube 
tears during a rafting trip, it leaves them 
stranded and alone. And before they know it, 
the two are hopelessly lost. Wearing 
swimsuits and water shoes and with only the 
contents of their wet backpack, the girls face 
threats from the elements. And as they spend 
days and nights lost in the wilderness, they'll 
have to overcome their fractured friendship to 
make it out of the woods alive. | Lexile: 810L 
 

The Young Adventurer’s Guide to 
Almost Everything by Ben Hewitt 
Calling all adventurers! Want to know how to 
build a fort from nothing but sticks? Or find your way 
through the forest? This survival guide is your ticket to 
getting down and dirty in nature and learning to make 
the coolest things with your own two hands.  
 

Summer in the City by Fracaswell Hyman 
Where Mango goes, drama is sure to follow! When 
she runs into her drama teacher, she learns their 
middle school play Yo, Romeo! is headed to the stage 
in NYC, and he wants Mango for the lead role! Mango 
goes off to Brooklyn to stay with her Aunt Zendaya and 
prepare for her theatrical debut. Soon Mango must 
confront homesickness, insecurity, and what it means 
to be a good friend, especially when you're far away 
from the people you love. | Lexile: 770L 

Camp by Kayla Miller 
Olive is sure she'll have the best time at summer camp 
with her friend Willow, but while Olive makes quick friends 
with the other campers, Willow struggles to form 
connections and latches on to the only person she knows, 
Olive. It’s s'more than Olive can handle! Will the two be 
able to patch things up before the final lights out? | Lexile: 
GN440L 
 

Camp Time in California  
by Mary Pope Osborne 
Jack and his sister, Annie, must go to California! They 
must look at nature! They must save the wilderness! Save 

it from what, exactly? That's what Jack and 
Annie must find out when the magic tree 
house lands in the tallest tree on earth. The 
nature around them is so grand and 
peaceful--is it really in danger? Two 
travelers, two sketchbooks, and one grizzly 
bear will show Jack and Annie that danger 
isn't always seen with the eyes. Sometimes 
it's felt with the heart.  
 

Camp Midnight by Steven Seagle 
Reluctant Skye is accidentally sent to the 
wrong summer camp. Not wanting to please 
her “step monster,” Skye is dead-set on not 
fitting in. That won't be a problem, as 
everyone at Camp Midnight-with the 
exception of fellow camper and fast-friend 

Mia-is a full-fledged monster! | Lexile: GN250L 
 

Mystery on Pine Lake by Tamra Wight 
Cooper thought living at a campground would be cool. But 
ever since his parents bought the lakeside campground, 
he's had more chores and less time to explore. Cooper's 
only bright spot this summer is his new friend, Packrat. 
But trouble has come to the Wilder Family Campground 
and Pine Lake. First, someone dams up the lake and 
floods the nest. Then, when Cooper and Packrat build a 
raft it gets destroyed by someone with big footprints. It's 
up to the boys to figure out who, why, and how to stop the 
culprit--before it's too late. 
Lexile: 700L 

1 Suggested summer reading compiled for the Connecticut State Department of Education  
by Kymberlee Powe, Children’s and YA Consultant, Connecticut State Library. 
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Graphic Novels 
 

Stuntboy, in the Meantime  
by Jason Reynolds 
Portico Reeves’s superpower is making sure 
all the other superheroes are super safe and 
no one in his civilian life knows he’s 
actually…Stuntboy! But his regular Portico 
identity is pretty cool, too. He lives in the 
biggest house on the block, maybe in the 
whole city. All this is swell except for Portico’s 

other secret. His parents are fighting all the time. 
They’re trying to hide it. Only, all these secrets give 
Portico the worry wiggles, which his mom calls anxiety. 
Plus, like all superheroes, Portico has an arch-nemesis 

who is determined to prove that there is 
nothing super about Portico at all. | Lexile: 
640L 
 

Pepper Page Saves the Universe  
by Landry Walker 
The year is 2421. Awkward and shy, Pepper 
buries herself in the universe of the classic 
fictional superhero Supernova. But then fate 
intervenes. Pepper is flung into another 
dimension, bringing her face to face with an 
order of cosmic beings who declare her to be 
the steward of their great power, protector of 
worlds present and past. Now, in the 21st 
Century, Pepper finds that she herself is the 
real Supernova. But as Pepper soon learns, 

escapist fantasy and reality are two very different 

Fiction 
 
J.D. and the Great Barber Battle  
By J. Dillard 
J.D. has a big problem--it's the night before 
the start of third grade and his mom has just 
given him his first and worst home haircut. He 
takes matters into his own hands and 
discovers that, unlike his mom, he's a genius 
with the clippers. His work makes him the talk 
of the town and brings him enough hair 
business to open a barbershop from his 
bedroom. When Henry Jr. realizes he's losing 
clients to J.D., he tries to shut him down for 
good. 
  

Jo Jo Makoons: The Used-to-be-
Best-Friends by Dawn Quigley 
Jo Jo Makoons Azure is a spirited seven-year-
old who lives on her Ojibwe reservation. It 
always seems like her mom, her kokum (grandma), and 
her teacher have a lot to learn about how good Jo Jo is 
at cleaning up, what makes a good rhyme, and what it 
means to be friendly. Even though she's worried that 
she needs to figure out how to make more 
friends, because Fern, her best friend at 
school, may not want to be friends anymore. 
 

Non Fiction 
 
She Persisted: Helen Keller  
by Courtney Sheinmel 
Helen Keller lost her sight and hearing after a 
childhood illness, but she didn't let that stop 
her from learning to read, speak, and make a 
difference. She was the first person who was 
both deaf and blind to go to and graduate 
from college, and she continued to write 
books and articles, speak in public, and stand 
up for the rights she believed everyone should have, 
inspiring others to do the same.  

Many of the listed books were recognized as exemplary books by one or more of the following organizations: American 
Library Association (ALA), Children’s Literature & Reading and Special Interest Group (CL/R SIG), iRead, American Indian 
Library Association (AILA), International Literacy Association (ILA), National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS), Nation-
al Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), National Science Teach-
ers Association (NSTA), American Association of the Advancement of Science (AAAS), United States Board on Books for 
Young People (USBBY). Other awards as noted.  
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Hello, Earth! Poems to Our Planet  
by Joyce Sidman 
We walk on Earth's surface every day, but how often 
do we wonder about the incredible planet around us? 

From the molten cracks below to the 
shimmering moon above, Hello, 
Earth! explores the wonders of the natural 
world. | Lexile: 660L 



June 2022 3 

Featured Authors 

Doe Boyle  
 
As a native of the 
Connecticut 
shoreline Doe can’t 
remember a time 
when she didn’t 
have sand between 
her toes and a book 
in her hands. It’s no 
wonder then, as an 

adult, she has turned toward the beauty and 
poetry of the natural world for inspiration.  
 
Blink! 
Hear The Wind Blow | Lexile: AD760L 
Heartbeat | Lexile: AD930L 

Dori Marx 
 
Dori Marx grew up 
in Australia and 
traveled the world 
several times 
before choosing 
New England as 
her home. Although 
she isn’t a vet, she 
has a soft spot for 

all animals and has even learned to coexist 
with the spiders in her barn. 
 
Wonder World Kids Series:  
The Case of the Lost Llamas 
The Mystery of the Dancing Horses 

Jason Deeble 
 
Jason Deeble is an 
American author/
illustrator. His first picture 
book, Sir Ryan's Quest, 
was published by Roaring 
Brook Press in 2009. It 
was later chosen as the 
One Book, Every Young 
Child program of 

southeastern Connecticut's official selection 
for 2011.  
 
Sir Ryan’s Quest 

Deborah 
Freedman 
 
Deborah 
Freedman was 
an architect 
once-upon-a-
time, but now 
she loves to 
build worlds in 

books. Her first picture books were tiny and hand-
made over thirty years ago for her own children, 
and her first published book debuted in 2007. 
Since then, she has written and illustrated many 
more. Her books have been translated into nine 
different languages. 
 
Blue Chicken | Lexile: 420L 
Shy | Lexile: 490L 
The Story of Fish & Snail | Lexile: 510L 



Classics and Popular Titles 
 
The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf  
Ferdinand likes to sit quietly and smell the flowers, but 
one day, he gets stung by a bee and his snorting and 
stomping convinces everyone that he is the fiercest of 
bulls. | Lexile: AD760L 

 
Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 
Readers will follow the escapades of a lucky little girl 
who lives with a horse and a monkey, but without any 

parents at the edge of a Swedish village.  
Lexile: 870L 

 
Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco 
Curtis describes his meeting with Pinkus 
Aylee, a black soldier, during the Civil War, 
and their capture by Southern troops. Based 
on a true story about the author’s great-great-
grandfather. | Lexile: 660L 
 

Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say  
A Japanese-American man recounts his  
grandfather’s journey to America, which he 
also undertakes later, and the feelings of 
being torn by a love for two different countries.  
Lexile: AD650L 
 

All-of-a-Kind-Family by Sydney Taylor  
Follow the adventures of five sisters growing up in a 
Jewish family in New York in the early twentieth 
century. | Lexile: 750L 
 

Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White  
Wilbur the pig, is desolate when he discovers that he is 
destined to be the farmer’s Christmas dinner until his 
spider friend, Charlotte, decides to help him.  
Lexile: 680L 
 

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams  
By the time the Velveteen Rabbit is dirty, worn out, and 
about to be burned, he has almost given up hope of 
ever finding the magic called Real. | Lexile: AD820L 

Nutmeg Book Awards 
 
What are the CT Nutmeg Book Awards? 
The Nutmeg Book Award encourages children 
in grades 2-12 to read quality literature and to 
choose their favorite from a list of ten 
nominated titles. We have four divisions: 
Elementary (grades 2-3); Intermediate (grades 
4-6); Middle School (grades 7-8); and High 
School (grades 9-12). Jointly sponsored by the 
Connecticut Library Association (CLA) 
and the Connecticut Association of 
School Librarians (CASL), the Nutmeg 
Committee is comprised of children's 
librarians and school library media 
specialists who are members of our 
sponsoring organizations, as well as 
students. For more titles visit https://
www.nutmegaward.org/. 
 
Shadow Island by Mike & Nancy Deas  
 
Crossings: Extraordinary Structures 
for Extraordinary Animals  
by Katy S. Duffield 
 
Bear Goes Sugaring by Maxwell Eaton III 
 
King of the Birds by Elise Gravel 
 
Digging for Words: José Alberto Gutiérres 
and the Library He Built  
by Angela Burke Kunkel 
 
Lift by Minh Lê 
 
In a Jar by Deborah Marcero 
 
Salma the Syrian Chef by Danny Ramadan 
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Lumberjanes, Vol. 1: Beware the Kitten 
Holy by Noelle Stevenson 

Friendship to the max! Jo, April, Mal, Molly, 
and Ripley are five best pals determined to 
have an awesome summer together...and 
they’re not gonna let any insane quest or an 
array of supernatural critters get in their way! 
Lexile: 390L  
 

You Choose: Can You Survive 
Collection  
by Allison Lassieur, Matt Doeden, 
Rachael Hanel  
Your survival depends on making the right 
choices in key moments. Which path to take? 
Readers use their wits and knowledge, 
learning about survival skills in various 
settings, and making choices that will lead to 
either survival or doom.  

 

Wildfire by W.R. Philbrick 
Flames race toward Sam Castine's summer camp as 
evacuation buses are loading, but Sam runs back to 
get his phone. Now a wall of fire separates Sam from 

his bus, and there's only one thing to do, run 
for his life. Then, when he least expects it, he 
encounters Delphy, an older girl who is also 
lost. Their unlikely friendship grows as they 
join forces to find civilization. | Lexile: 700L 
 

Healer of the Water Monster  
by Brian Young 
When Nathan goes to visit his grandma, Nali, 
at her mobile summer home on the Navajo 
reservation, he knows he's in for a pretty 
uneventful summer, with no electricity or cell 
service. Still, he loves spending time with Nali 
and with his uncle Jet, though it's clear when 
Jet arrives that he brings his problems with 
him. One night, while lost in the nearby desert, 
Nathan finds someone extraordinary; a Holy 

Being from the Navajo Creation Story 'a Water Monster' 
in need of help. Now, Nathan must summon all his 
courage to save his new friend.  

A Week in the Woods by Andrew Clements 
Trying to prove himself while on a camping trip in the 
New Hampshire woods with a teacher who 
doesn't like him, Mark gets in trouble for 
something he didn't do and so sneaks away in 
protest. Yet, his teacher soon finds him and a 
lesson is learned for both after they must rely 
on one another to get back safely.  
Lexile: 820L 
 

Alone by Megan E. Freeman 
When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a 
scheme for a secret sleepover with her two 
best friends, she ends up waking up to a 
nightmare. She's alone, and left behind in a 
town that has been mysteriously evacuated 
and abandoned. With no one to rely on, no 
power, or internet access, Maddie learns to 
survive on her own. Her only companions are a 
Rottweiler named George and all the books 
she can read. As months pass, she escapes natural 
disasters, looters, and wild animals. But Maddie's most 
formidable enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces 
every day. Can Maddie's stubborn will to survive carry 
her through the most frightening experience of 
her life? | Lexile: 690L  
 

Three Bird Summer  
by Sara St. Antoine 
For as long as he can remember, Adam and 
his parents have spent their summers at his 
grandmother’s rustic cabin on Three Bird Lake. 
This year, the lake will belong just to Adam... 
and, apparently, Alice, the girl next door. Alice 
seems to want Adam’s friendship, but she 
looks just like the aloof, popular girls back 
home — what could they possibly have in 
common? When Adam's grandma starts to 
leave strange notes in his room — notes that 
hint at a hidden treasure somewhere at the 
lake and a love from long ago — Alice is the 
one person he can rely on to help solve the 
mysteries of Three Bird Lake. | Lexile: 720L 

Suggested summer reading compiled for the Connecticut State Department of Education  
by Kymberlee Powe, Children’s and YA Consultant, Connecticut State Library. 
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Non Fiction 
 

Accidental Archaeologists: True 
Stories of Unexpected Discoveries  
by Sarah Albee 
Secret treasures are buried all around us—
you just have to look for them! Accidental 
Archaeologists takes you on an adventure 
through time to relive some of the coolest 
surprise discoveries by totally ordinary people 
all over the world. | Lexile: 990L 
 

Race to the Bottom of the Earth  
by Rebecca E. F. Barone 
In 1910, Captain Robert Scott prepared his 
crew for a trip that no one had ever 
completed: a journey to the South Pole. He 
vowed to get there any way he could. Then, 

not long before he set out, another intrepid explorer, 
Roald Amundsen, set his sights on the same goal. 

Fiction 
 

Efrén Divided by Ernesto Cisneros 
Efrén Nava's Amá (Mom) is his Superwoman 
or Soperwoman. Both Amá and Apá work 
hard all day making sopes to provide for the 
family. But Efrén worries about his parents; 
they’re undocumented. His worst nightmare 
comes true one day when Amá doesn't return 
from work and is deported to Tijuana, México. 
Now more than ever, Efrén must channel his 
inner Soperboy to help take care of and 
reunite his family.  Lexile: 710L 
 

Finding Junie Kim by Ellen Oh 
Junie Kim just wants to fit in. So she keeps 
her head down and tries not to draw attention 
to herself. When Junie's history teacher 
assigns a project, she interviews her grandparents 
and learns about their unbelievable experiences as 
kids during the Korean War. Junie comes to admire 
her grandma's fierce determination to overcome 
impossible odds, and her grandpa's unwavering 
compassion during wartime.  
 

Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds 
This story was going to begin like all the best 
stories. With a school bus falling from the sky. 
But no one saw it happen. They were all too 
busy… making jokes, skateboarding, finding 
comfort and more. What happens after the 
dismissal bell rings? | Lexile: 750L 
 

One Kids Trash by Jamie Sumner 
Hugo is not happy about being dragged halfway 
across the state of Colorado. It’d be different if 
Hugo weren’t so tiny, but here he is, the tiny 
new kid on his first day of middle school. When 
his fellow students discover his remarkable 
talent for garbology, the science of studying 
trash to tell you anything you could ever want to 
know about a person, Hugo becomes the cool 
kid for the first time in his life. | Lexile: 700L 

Graphic Novels 
 

Treasure in the Lake by Jason Pamment 
Grand adventures stories often begin where you least 

expect them! Iris knows this because she’s 
read them all. When Iris and her best friend, 
Sam, stumble upon an unusually dry river on 
the outskirts of town, they’re led to a 
discovery beyond anything Iris has ever read 
about. 

 
Brain Camp by Susan Kim 
Neither artistic Jenna nor surly Lucas 
expected to find themselves at an invitation-
only summer camp. And yet, here they both 
are at Camp Fielding. But strange 
disappearances, spooky lights in the woods, 
and a chilling alteration that turns the rowdiest 
campers into zombie Einsteins, have Jenna 
and Lucas feeling more than a little 
suspicious…and a lot afraid.  

Many of the listed books were recognized as exemplary books by one or more of the following organizations: American 
Library Association (ALA), Children’s Literature & Reading and Special Interest Group (CL/R SIG), iRead, American Indian 
Library Association (AILA), International Literacy Association (ILA), National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS), 
National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), National Science 
Teachers Association (NSTA), American Association of the Advancement of Science (AAAS), United States Board on 
Books for Young People (USBBY). Other awards as noted.  
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Sarah Albee 
 
Sarah lives in Connecticut 
with her husband, who is a 
high school history teacher 
and administrator. They 
have three grown kids, and 
a dog, Rosie. Prior to 
becoming a full-time writer, 
she worked at Children’s 
Television Workshop 
(producers of Sesame 

Street) for nine years. She played basketball in 
college, and a year of semi-professional 
women’s basketball in Cairo, Egypt. She 
especially loves writing about topics where 
history and science connect.  
 
Poison: Deadly Deeds, Perilous Professions, 
and Murderous Medicines | Lexile: 1080L  
Accidental Archaeologist | Lexile: 990L  
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Michaela MacColl 
 
Michaela grew up in 
upstate New York. She 
studied Russian and 
Soviet history at Vassar 
College and Yale 
University. She lived in 
the south of France for 
several years before 
settling in Connecticut. 

Her first book, Prisoners in the Palace, was 
published in 2010. She has four enormous black 
cats who are very hard to tell apart from each 
other.  
 
View from Pagoda Hill | Lexile Level: 660L  
Rory’s Promise | Lexile: 630L  
Promise the Night 

Featured Connecticut Authors 

Jerry Craft 
 
Jerry Craft is a Connecticut 
author, a New York Times 
bestseller, and winner of the 
Newbery Medal. Craft is also 
the creator of the award win-
ning comic strip, Mama’s 
Boyz, which won the African 
American Literary Award five 
times. Craft’s graphic novel, 

New Kid, was the 2020 Connecticut Book Award 
winner in the young readers fiction category.  
 
New Kid | Lexile: 320L  
Class Act | Lexile: 340L  
The Offenders: Saving the World, While Serv-
ing Detention! 

Susan Ross 
 
A former trustee of the West-
port Connecticut Library, Su-
san Ross divides her time be-
tween Westport,  and her child-
hood home of Lewiston-
Auburn, Maine. Susan began 
her working career as a law-
yer, and upon leaving law, be-
gan teaching legal writing in 

Brooklyn and creative writing in Connecticut.  
 
Kiki and Jacques | Lexile: 640L  
Searching for Lottie 
 



Classics and Popular Titles 
 

Anne of Green Gables by L. M. Montgomery 
Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by  
mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and 
sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and proceeds to 
make an indelible impression on everyone around her.  
Lexile: 550L 

 
A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park 
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, 
lives under a bridge in a potters’ village, and longs to 
learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics. 
Lexile: 920L 

 

Bridge to Terabithia  
by Katherine Paterson  
The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia 
expands when he becomes friends with a 
newcomer who subsequently meets an untimely 
death trying to reach their hideaway, Terabithia, 
during a storm. | Lexile: 810L 
 

Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes  
In New Orleans’ Ninth ward, twelve-year-old 
Lanesha, who can see spirits, and her adopted 
grandmother, have no choice but to stay and 
weather the storm as Hurricane Katrina bears 
down upon them. | Lexile: HL470L  
 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of 
wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor 
camps of Southern California.  They must adapt to the 
harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers during 
the Great Depression. | Lexile: 750L  
 

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia  
In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn, 
New York to Oakland, California to spend time with their 
mother, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger 
sisters arrive to a cold welcome. Their mother, a 
dedicated poet and printer, would rather send the girls to 
a nearby Black Panther summer camp. | Lexile: 750L  
 

Nutmegs 
 

What are the Nutmeg Book Awards? 
 

The CT Nutmeg Book Award encourages 
children in grades 2-12 to read quality literature 
and to choose their favorite from a list of 
nominated titles. Jointly sponsored by the 
Connecticut Library Association and the 
Connecticut Association of School Librarians, 
the Nutmeg Committee is comprised of 
children's librarians and school library media 
specialists who are members of sponsoring 
organizations, as well as students.  
For more information, visit 
www.nutmegaward.org 
 

Finding Langston  
by Lesa Cline-Ransome 
 
Saving Winslow by Sharon Creech 
 
The Total Eclipse of Nestor Lopez  
by Adrianna Cuevas 
 
A Galaxy of Sea Stars  
by Jeanne Zulick Ferruolo 
 
The Silver Arrow by Lev Grossman 
 
When Stars Are Scattered  
by Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed 
 
From the Desk of Zoe Washington  
by Janae Marks 
 
Just Like Jackie by Lindsey Stoddard 
 
Katie the Catsitter by Colleen AF Venable 
 
Nightbooks by J. A. White 
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